
ENHANCE THE WELL-BEING OF SOCIETY
AND PREPARE FOR LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT

Looking back to 2012, with steadfast support from the central government, the MSAR Government together with Macao people 
has successfully maintained steady economic growth and enabled the necessary diversification, with the objective of developing into 
a world tourism and leisure centre; the Government also upheld the “Putting people first” policy-making principle and strived to 
implement every policy, initiative and measure for people’s livelihood as effectively as possible. The Government is committed to 
enabling people from all walks of life in society to share the fruits of economic development and to raising their standard of living. 
This will help ensure harmony, stability and sustainable development in society.

Macao’s development blueprint is steadily being realised, while the city is advancing towards sustainable development. In the 
new fiscal year, the Government will give priority to improving people’s livelihoods, and will fully leverage Macao’s advantages to 
expedite adequate economic diversification. The Government will strive to create more and better opportunities for the advancement 
of Macao’s residents and lay solid foundations for the long-term development of society. For this, we will join hands with the whole 
community to develop Macao into a wonderful home through a pragmatic approach backed by steely determination.

Striving and Sharing Together with a Caring Spirit for People’s Livelihood
Enhance Well-being of Society

Business Owners

Provide waivers of all business taxes, hawker licence fees, wet market stall rents, 
inspection and quarantine fees for live food, and stamp duty on life insurance, non 
life insurance and bank service charges;

Provide waivers of signboard taxes for businesses; exemption from tourism tax for 
restaurants; 

Maintain increase in profit tax allowance from 32,000 patacas to 200,000 patacas;

Provide waivers of stamp duty on entrance passes and tickets for cultural and arts 
performances, exhibitions and entertainment programmes.

Old-age allowance 6,600 patacas
Pension 3,000 patacas × 13 months

Wealth Partaking Scheme 8,000 patacas
Additional fund injection to central savings account 6,000 patacas

Total amount for one year 59,600 patacas
(Or approximately 4,966 patacas per month)

+Health care voucher 600 patacas

All Macao 
Residents

Start-up fund for individual accounts of the Central Provident Fund 
(for eligible citizens) 10,000 patacas

Additional fund injection to individual  central savings accounts 
of the Central Provident Fund 6,000 patacas

Wealth Partaking Scheme 8,000 patacas (permanent residents) / 4,800 patacas (non-permanent residents)

Health care voucher 600 patacas/ person (permanent residents)

Electricity bill subsidy for residential units 200 patacas/ month (each residential unit)

Continuing Education Programme (for a term of three years) Maximum 5,000 patacas/ person (Macao residents aged 15 or above)

Real estate tax First 3,500 patacas tax waiver (Macao residents)

Waiver of real estate stamp duty (only for residential properties) First three million patacas of a home’s value (Macao permanent residents purchasing residential 
properties for the first time)

The Elderly
Old-age allowance 6,600 patacas/ year

Pension 3,000 patacas/ month

Students
Non-tertiary education: Textbook allowance 2,000 patacas/ school year (each kindergarten pupil)

2,400 patacas/ school year (each primary school student and secondary school student)

Tertiary education: Study allowance 3,000 patacas (each Macao citizen who is enrolled for a tertiary educational programme)

Disadvantaged 
Families

Minimum subsistence index 3,360 patacas/ one-person household, to be adjusted in January next year, according to the 
relevant mechanism

Subsidy for low-income, full-time employees Increase to 4,400 patacas/ month

Short-term Food Assistance Programme Extension to eight weeks for each term of the programme; a maximum of two terms per year

Financial assistance Disburse an extra one-month full general subsidy to families receiving financial assistance 
who are registered with the Social Welfare Bureau

Special subsidy and special living allowance to the three categories 
of disadvantaged families Extend disbursement period and properly relax application requirements to include more families

Public housing tenants Rent waivers for one year
Temporary housing subsidies to eligible families on the waiting 
list for public housing Continue to disburse

Positive Life Programme and the Community Employment 
Assistance Scheme Continue this programme

Employed 
Citizens/ Middle-

income Group

Personal income tax 30 percent reduction in personal income tax, with the basic allowance set at 144,000 patacas 
(for all employed Macao residents)

Extra tax rebate A 60 percent rebate of the personal income tax paid by each Macao resident, subject to a ceiling 
of 12,000 patacas. (Eligible residents will receive their rebate in 2014)

Payments to the elderly



Develop a Long-term Mechanism for
Effective Administration

Housing Pledges

● Completed construction of 19,000 
public housing units as planned and 
began allocating public housing to 
families on the waiting list;

● R e c o m m e n c e  a c c e p t i n g 
applications for Home-Ownership 
Scheme Housing  and  publ ic 
housing in the first quarter of 2013;

● Adjust the income ceiling for 
applicants of Home-Ownership 
Scheme Housing, to allow 80 
percent of Macao households to 
meet the conditions for income 
limits under the scheme;

● Begin reserve planning of  the “post-19,000 units” public housing programme; 
allocate more land for the provision of further public housing units in addition to 
the previously announced programme of 6,300 units;

● Establish a mechanism, including waiting time, to receive regular applications for 
public housing;

● Schedule completion of reclamation work for 137.8 hectares of land in  Reclaimed 
Zone A by 2015, and reserve land for public housing; while a tender invitation process 
for Reclaimed Zone E, with an area of 60 hectares, will commence in early next year;

● Fully take into account the public’s views on the “Macao property for Macao 
residents” policy and further study the laws required to support the policy; the 
Government will build residential units reserved for Macao residents on the five 
pieces of reclaimed land to provide greater choice of residential property purchase.

Social Security

● Inject a total of 37 billion patacas to the Social 
Security Fund from 2013 to 2016;

● Maintain the level of pensions above the 
minimum subsistence index on the foundation 
of multi-faceted support and multi-layered 
protection;

● Allocate a budget of 910 million patacas to 
subsidise 43 community service centres that 
will come into operation from 2013 to 2015.

Improve Medical and Healthcare Services

● Provide all Macao residents with free health 
services through a primary healthcare network 
and make available free specialist medical 
services and rehabilitation services to over 
80 percent of patients in public hospitals;

● Provide long-term subsidies to 13 non-profit 
health service organisations, which benefit 
nearly 500,000 people per annum;

● Allocate 10 billion patacas to implement 
the Plan for Perfecting the Medical and 
Healthcare System and establish a more 
effective medical system by 2020;

 Development of Education

● Increase the budget for non-tertiary 
education in 2013 to approximately 
5.25 billion patacas, a year-on-year 
increase of over 26 percent;

● Increase the budget for the Education 
Deve lopment  Fund  in  2013  to 
approximately 700 million patacas, a 
year-on-year increase of 25.7 percent;

● Increase the budget for the Student 
Welfare Fund in 2013 to approximately 
404 million patacas, a year-on-year increase of 35.2 percent;

● Ease the requirements and limits for student loan applicants to support Macao 
residents to enrol for education programmes at tertiary level or above and increase 
to 4,500 the number of loans available; 

● Increase student loans and scholarships to a maximum of 4,500 patacas per month 
and special bursaries to a maximum of 5,400 patacas per month;

● Established a comprehensive human resources database of all enrolments by Macao 
residents for tertiary institutions. The database can provide reference material to 
evaluate the need for specific skills and talents and to formulate human resources 
policies in Macao.

Sustainable Economic Development

Adequate Diversification

● Strongly promote the convention and exhibition 
sector, support professional training, and 
launch professional training programmes for 
international conferences organisers;

● Support development of cultural and creative 
industries and launch the Cultural and Creative 
Industry Fund next year;

● Introduce the Interest-free Loan Scheme for 
Young Entrepreneurs with a ceiling of 300,000 
patacas and a maximum loan tenor of eight years;

● Strengthen support to small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs);

● Encourage gaming enterprises to take up their social responsibility to promote 
responsible gambling.

Protection of Local Employees’ Rights and Benefits

● Step up action to crack down on illegal employment and strengthen supervision of 
the employment of non-resident workers;

● Encourage businesses to give local employees priority for promotion and support 
upward mobility for local employees.

Regional Cooperation

● Made special arrangement for Macao’s small and medium-sized enterprises in the 
major Hengqin Island development projects;

● Celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Forum for Economic and Trade Cooperation 
between China and Portuguese-speaking Countries in 2013 and strengthen Macao 
as the business service platform between China and Portuguese-speaking countries 
together with other Romance language-speaking countries.



Enjoy Quality Life Together

Population Policy

● Began the public consultation on the Framework of Macao Population Policy.

Transport

● Attach the greatest importance to the technical requirements, quality and safety of 
the Light Rapid Transit System (LRT) and heed public opinion comprehensively to 
meet the objectives of serving the community and resolving traffic problems;

● Improve public bus services with focus on driving safety, service frequency and 
service quality, and continuously improve the road system in every district in parallel 
with the development of the city’s transport system;

● The new Taipa Ferry Terminal will start trial operation in 2013 and will officially 
open to the public in 2014.

Environmental Protection

● Formulate a subsidy scheme of 
about 400 million patacas to 
encourage replacement of highly 
polluting vehicles;

● Introduce Macao’s first electric 
bus route in Taipa with a route 
operated using all-electric buses;

● Commence  cons t ruc t ion  of 
a  r e c y c l e d  w a t e r  p l a n t  t o 
develop sources of reclaimed 
water.

Good Public Order

● Promote applied technologies in police service, improve internal management, 
perfect contingency plans, step up crime-prevention strategies, and spare no effort 
to combat crime.

Public Administration

More Efficient Administration 

● Establish a performance management system within the government and launch, as 
a first step, the Performance Assessment System for Department Heads;

● Verify and rationalise the overlapping and mixed functions of the Civic and Municipal 
Affairs Bureau, draw up planning for modification, restructuring and streamlining 
process of the organisation structure of public administration;

● Complete the works on repeal and adaptation of existing laws in early 2013.

Clean Administration and Auditing

● Fully committed to the supervision of integrity in both the public and private sectors 
and continue the Integrity Management Scheme.

● The Commission of Audit will further optimise use of human resources and the 
workflow, and step up follow-up audit measures on major projects.


