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24 October 2013

Director of the GCS

Victor Chan,

In response to the public consuitation on the revision of the Publishing Law by the GCS,
based on the principle of “no addition of article but only elimination of articles” set by the
GCS, the NMA is making a statement as follows. We also urge the GCS to remove the
articles “ought to leave” and not to remove those “ought to remain.”

1. The NMA agrees on the stance of the revocation of the articles concerning the
establishment of a “Press Council’ and “Rules for Journalists.” The said Council and
Rules have been deemed unsuitable by local journalists since the implementation of the
Publishing Law in the past two decades.

2. Article 33 of the Publishing Law, which the abuse of press freedom shall increase
one third of the maximum limit of sentence, shall be removed. Such vicious prevision
now remains as Article 29 in the draft law and should be removed.

3. the Article 34 of the Publishing Law, which jail ime may be replaced by a fine, was
removed in the draft law. The spirit of the protection of press freedom should be
enshrined in the revision of the Publishing Law. The removal of the provision from the
draft law is improper. The Article 34 of the Publishing Law in effect shouid remain in
the proposed draft law.

4. The tem b, Paragraph 2, Article 5, which journalists have no freedom of access to
information sources “... considered by the Authorities as state secrets”, is too vague.
“Secrets” inaccessible by the journalists shall only be the secrets explicitly defined by
the law. We demand a clear definition of the boundary of the secretary of the
information which its revelation to the public is prohibited by law. Furthermore, we
demand the legislation of a Freedom of Information Law in the future to guarantee the
citizens' freedom of access to information.

New Macau Association
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